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g flrm csnyiction cf
his ser ; ihat he [mpr
othere, a= Ee (2 nEelf, with
nusterity andecnuliof deed and exzatsiia
experierce

Ihe onlldirg wikich was aesigned Lo
nim asd hia dock by the Bonrd of EGnsa
tion of Toclomuoe county, Calforpis, Jac
been originally acharch., I Rrar
faded cidor of sanctlty, mir g
ever, wiih & later end rlightiy alcoho’ic
preath of politics! dircuesiup, e ¥
of its weekly oot

gpstioe, unior Lags
thority ot the bosrd aga trivuie 1D
ennnc! 1

pRIt¥ princip
tion ¢
WEre A

g
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B azdive

{beriles of the
tew dop-csicd b

the tescher’s desk, sad the nisck bosrd
upaseiozed

A

bat lweperfectly bid sn

sppeal ta the citlzens of Indie
“Fally" for Stebblus as Super
master had heen etznek with the
the black type In which this placard was
printed, and with & ebrewd porception of
its vaine to the roupd wandering eyes of
his emalier pupils, slicwed it to remaln
s & pleasiog « xampie ol orthomrsphy
Unforiaastely, alttoogh gubdivided and
spelt oF them in ita sepatste letlars wish
paiofol and perfect pccoracy, 1L wascol-

10 gl
Toe
s'za ot

visor

lectively Enown as "Weiy," acd jis |

general predosise of

hilsrity. :
Takinz a large key from his pockatite
mseter onlocked the deornod tarew it
open, Eiepping Deck with & ceriain pre.
eaution Hegotten cf his i xperierce in
orce fadlng a emell Lal goclshie relife-
spake coi'ed ap mearthe threshold, A
plight disturbapee wilch followed kisin.

trusios ehowdd the value of thot

lmport vBgue

Precon -

tion snd the Jsct thet the ronim hsd Leen |

alrogdy csed for verfon) nsivata nnd pesce-
fal patierices of anlmsicd

reppelar stiendacce of pél

gquirrals  dismisced Ais

riedly throoeh tbhe hic

windows, tul a golden ! oin

Enddenly into steny flilz:e on

cl an cpen s1ith cobed L

¢l \be masier 90 plrergly ite

Disgce 1o some kept ia forgotiea
eécholar who bad encoun | ¢

taek b cocld pot accom:
‘Was8 sglzed with ceimpuors

Racovering himself and ro-esia
as It _were the decorcus oi
the room by clappirz iif lixnd
eaylog "5Sho!” he !
nasrow  #lEl
the
pickleg uan ! £
ceriain fragmentary iecot Ot |
crun z wood that

celliog, a- if tols
becn sheddicg

When he reached
the it !
oty
mediiall

smait
pud &
wheiler
mpstacha v {
fesaloral susterlt {
But s was preseetly a
mall velces, 1gh i
ter scattered al vigu
s frcm the s liounsd
the birds snd equirreld
diepossepsed. He ricoen’z
signe thst it was 9 o'cicel
Ars Rore asgemolivy.
They came in thelr
faghicr—the fashien cf co
children the waorld oyver—
gpasmodically, and alw
ally; s fcw  Land- 3y,  others
drivew ahesd of or drcp ind thelr
eldire: scme iD SIISEEMPE STOVDE More or
1

cesuilesy

regniariy,

o IRl Py
I BUIdCnis

less coherent and as UG d coly connecied |

ecattered

ynite

by far of 1oteimedialé voices
on a space of hall & miic, bul zevar
slone; slwaye preccchipicd. Uy =ometnicg
else than tne ecival ‘besivcsson hand;
appearing suddonty I:JEL:'.E‘.cin:_:. behmd
trunks, snd between fenga’ siile;crop-
piog up In woexpected pisces slorg the

Toad aiter vague spd 3opelcss Ceicure—
gecmingly going apembere s2d
everywhere but to schoeol! So una-
locked for, in fact, was it floal
arcive! that the master who o2d & Lew

moments before failed \o dereiy a8 =ingle
tore siraw hat or 1oflied eun Donzel
abeove his wvisible horedo, wsag slways
startied to rind them sadden
windows, es if, libe the Dird, théy, nad
alighted from the trécs. Nor wss their
moral attitade tuwards itelr duty any
the more varfed; they aiways arrived as
H tired acd relvetant, with s doubiing
sulkiness tiat perhaps silerwarcs btawed
into & charming bypoerisy, bnt ip-
variably temporiz'ng with ibeir loalizcis
until the last mement, &nd  O0.F
relicquishipg possibic @ trustey on
the very thbreshold. a!j‘scn after they
were marshallcd on Rr nsual bevches
they gazed st each oi¥cr Every morning
with a perfectiy fresh sstenishmeniand a
dslly recurring epjoyment of fome hidden
ioke in this tremendoua rencontso

It had been the habipol the masicr o
utllize thege preliminary vsgrspciez cf

his listle flcck by loviting them on as2om- |

blixg to recount any ivteresting ircldent
of tneir jcurcey Lither; or faijiind thils,
from thelr mot Imfrcqaent ebyntss - ino

regsirg what had sccretly
interested them, a&cy event thsy hsd
ocearced within heir

Hs

since they st et bad
done this, partls to give them 1ims to
recover ilemselves o (oAl more (ormal
atmosp! ere, and pertiy, [ fear, beceuse,
notwithstending bls copscientions gra-
vity, it grestly smunsed him. It also
diverled them from their ususl round-
cyed, breathicss coptemplation of him-
eclf—a regular morning inspection whick
genereily embraced every detsil of his
dress and appeersoce, snd made every
change cr deviation the subject of whis-
pered comment or etony astonishment.
He knew that they krew bim more thor-
cughly than he 3id himeelf, and shrank

y uxder his |

kpowledges demic,

of theze sma
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rom thc Intultive, vision
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st rvel of bashiul
pesvens hilarity or
.. Harthe jxst six
Le tha imesier had
ELCR MOrnlig as
Cii + Jemd 10
Cal Eome qaery
fore Bl Yt
v URE A fase

vy

y Jopany,"

eaid the

ts

fSaluttancy
owe " mgid Jlape
Ales, rislag wisth
‘eoreern svd frownirz cpenly upon Jobes
n7; Vi'e st uis fociiahness; he oughter
o dleEed"  Fiodlog Almsel! nnexpected-
| 1¥ oo his feet, niud epparently st the end
| Ialoogspercl, he colored slso, and
then said barriedly, *Jimmy Sayder—he
=ecd suthin’. Ask him!" gnd gat dowr—

orany Fesl v
gée, hia alder br

-

i~ , s Tecogn’zed hero. I
Every ¢=¢, Iecluding the master’s, was

argedon Jimmy Soyder, Bas (hat jonth

some struzglics
teliigible sarfice sesin. Tioe master
watlcd patiently. Joheoy Filgee teok
Im!'z:nuge ci the diversion to begin sgain
Uim s Diga key, "Tige IL'h go! thix,” and
cusalded,

i “Come, Jimmy," said the master, with
% touch of reremjptocizesa.
| jared, Juminy Spyder came 2y glowing ¥,
| e0d Gristlic g swith full stops sed excla-
i mation poinis. “Seed a hiack t'arccm-
i:r.' gater Daves' woods,” be saMd cx-
| citedly. *“Nightom=ézyonta. °'Nbig
|tz hLogs; ' Eoariln’! 'a sranpin'!—like
'goet! Kim mlorg—ker—ciump torords
tme, Reckon-d he'd sweer m:! Dido™
(eEger me werlh acent. I Rexved a rock
|at Blm-—I ¢i2 now! (la deflance of mar-
imers of Jerizlve commernt' —"'a he f£lid
"1t he's em wp furder 'a hev up with
{ my elateand gwotted Nin CvoT (e BUOGH

st yeur hoote!?!

‘el chsepver, Inataptly divitg Ris head
sl ullers jeio his desk, remaiced
113 iplirges 8 aoder wa'er. Two

7 Lie¢ nearest him cndesvoured with

maszler here taceent to inteifers
:iy paint oni tast hsbit cf
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ve diveaicd by g
=vis Dean, & sislel el

fcKizeiry oome ftome frem
BIrs, McKine'ry 1oid motl-
ne? beck heve to school.”

lcoked up Wit azm slscrily
t with Lis cyuical
i vontgs =ik casd
Eim with =2 cxpictani
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(oich tted i C 7 McK'n-
i, xteen cears 0ld, hpd oen |
“ma( had found at the!:
scho come, DBu: s3 Le
hed f was \here {n the

¢ of belcg *'én-

fellew pupil
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parm'sgion of  the

will -
predecessor, 1the master oed

mestir'a

heen ebiized 10 polnt out {0 1b@ perents
(o K& vated copple the cmbarrresisg

thlg sasocistlon on the disecl-

tflccta ¢

pline ctibe echool. The reguit bad beer
the wilkdrawel cf e lovers, aud pea:l-
oiy tae geocd willof the parvents. The

return of (o0 soudeiady Was coLiedquently
& matter of scmé eignificance. Had the
mastei’s protl-st peen sccepled, or bad
the engegeinent itweli been broken oii?
Either was not iimprebable. His moment-
ary 1oas ol etiention wad Johnroy Fllpoe's
| great gsin,
| HTMpe 't exid johbay,
| mieTming dletinctoess,
pupths—motkly ysiler.”
In the lzvghk which foilowed thislorg

s withl

S

wilh zudden szd
1N ot thix

the sy cof Jobney's yeilow aad dis-
repuieboe setter 9Tiger," who ususily ac-
am to echool snd howied out-

T
s,

tClstipciness,
| marked severilt, “Bopke!" , The
levee was 2oded, and school bersa.
| [Itcontioned for two hours with shert
| sighs, corropations of emell foreleads,
| the complaining cric® sna scratcnings of
| Fiste perelis over slates, and other signs
| I mincsszEnisd emorg the more youth-
ful of the fi3ch; and with more or lees
whisperizgs, movements of the lips, snd
|upconscions solilcquy amorg the older
paps's. Themaster moved elowly up and
COWD the aisie.with & word of cnconzsce-
| ment or explsnetion here sxd there, stop
| pirg wiih bis konde behinrd Bm 10 gaz:
ahstrectedly cut ¢l the windows to the
| wonderlng envy of the little cnes. A
fsint hum, anof invisible imsects, grad-
ueily peresded the echool; 1o more per-

Then he ssld, with equally
Hitle

sptéc: dromirg of & large bea had be. | ECZocl books from the master’s desz eped |

5

come dangercusly acporifie, ‘the hot
breeip of ihepises withont hed lnvadec
|the doors and windowe; the wsrped
chizgles snd wektber-Doardic g st times
icrea:gd sud svapped npder \oe raye of
| the iisa! =nd unclouded 5on. A g-utle

toe ipfapt cless; iiitle curls

broame damen, brict ssaef . DLmp,
rewad  eyer molst, =pd  mpll eye

| lide Hcsvy. The master bimseld started,
|sod awoke cut of s perilons dresm of
other cyes ernd bair to collect himsel! re-
verely. For the irregolute, heif embar-
raceed, hslf lizy figureof a man had
hslted doubtingly before the porch end
open door. Lucklly the children, who
were facicg the mesler wiln thelr backs
to the entrance, did not see it.

Yot the figure was reither alarmieg nor
upfsmiliar. The master at once recog-
nlzed it 28 Ben Daboey, otherfvise known

" a _good
|

2 "Usxcle  Ben, hu-

f

t.

0 briag him to anin- |

Thus ed- |

g
4 spncovceicent of an increase io |

masier joined with maified |

‘mered but net ogver bright
lwhu occupied a &meli cabin on an
ucembiticus clalm in the caiski~e of
Indian Sorlezx. His avoncplsr (el w

cvident!y only an frocies! tribnte o bis
lamisbze iccompetency snd hesvy zocd
. vature, {or ae was 3lil s young msa with
Lo Ismaily ties, acd by reasoun of rin-
RU.aT ehynesr, Dot even 8 visitor in the

\tew fxmilies of the meigbh inovd. As
| the master lagked up, he hal sz irrifat-

iegreccilection that B:n had oeen al-|time. Bartcrronning in yerersier ecsool | AR £XTA copy

houss evd doin' a sillls praciiein,’ eh? | ‘rithmeifs, Miss
aad | Youiccxics oo me os 80 ¢x 17 echolsr— | womld you give o Enaw?  Want 1o see lf
v& a8 sic—hot keepin’ it |they're pretts” (with nd ite scoro at the

\zeady  haumticz him  for the last
|40 deye, slternmlely sprearics

|leapiearing  Ja  hiz pxia o arnd
Irome school as a more thea ns-
|usliy recerved and  opashful  abost
| Thiz, to the maister's croicsl mizd,

ciesdiy fedicated List, fike many ghoa's,
{ae bsd something of essentially seitish
,1mport to communicate Cxichicg the
{arparidion's hall-anpesling (ye,

LrO-

ic:::.:.‘__ 2 10 £XO0roiss 1t with a porienficos |
i {rowe and shake of the hend, 128t cauiud |

12 to tinidly waze and fall away fron the
| oIk, ozly, however, to reanpenr and
| 7az 1a e few minat 4.er at oue ol

\ne Bice windows. The Infant cisss
-silize hizanpesizoce a3 A hesvon seat

12 Easler

v28 Ghiiged 10 walk o

and ccemmand bim  eterzly
| " TEtrealing o the ferco,
| b2 the opperanst 1eil,
32 & Raife from hia

splioian
e J: ir
tarivy silepee, Bul when
spd the reieyad
.ciizgs ol th £ ha~ vesl iathe
| clesrias aronnd toe echoolocnie, the
| wiorTusbed 1o toe spol found idat Uncie
oea hiad already disappeared. Whelder
tae appesrzace of Lhe calidvoen was ino
| incoaslctent with als ghosily misEics, or
| =Lether hia ‘beart fsiled him ab the lot
LInert; the master conld not determise.
[ Yet, distasteful g3 the impepdicz Infer-
view promired 1o be, the masler was
vamuely apd Irritatingly disapooicted.

A fow bours Isier when schcol wse hes
1ing dismiesed, the master foand Oxtsvia
| Dzen linrering near his desk. Lockiise
| f5:v0 the giri’s mischievous eyes, be Zooii-

zamorediy answeled their exprctaticn by
clerticg w0 ber mornleg's zews. 41
| inonghl Miss McKinslry nad been mar-
| 11ed by 1his time,"" he pald careleasiy.

Octavis ewlogirg Koy salchel ilke a

| =
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| s

Pt

| cemgor, ag 1t she were performirg ecme
act of thorification cver ber completed
{eska, replied demurely: ' 03 oo! dear
| e l—pot thet.”!

“:Sp 1t would seem," ssid the master,
"i 7rteckom sh= never ERsikliawed le,
| either,” coatinoed Octavia, slylv lockirg
| ap frem toe corner of her laghes.
Syadeed!?

No—zhe was just fuspisg #ith Seth |

| Davis—thal's sii."*
|  “Funninz with him?"’
Y28, alr. Kinder {solin'
| kEnow. '
| “Kiader iaclin’ him!”
| For an isstant the mester felt it
| profezeicnal (duiy t0 protest ag=1ust
| 1202t nomeider!y and [-lvdlous ireal-
imt:-ht ¢t the matrimosial eérgsgeraant,
but a
{fac> ¢f 5lz woninfal suditcr made bim
|c0':_1.1 {2 that ber Insticc.ive knowledze
|of Eer cwa sex conid be betier trusted
than nls impurtect theories:. [Fle tuszed
tawsrds his decx wi toul speaking.
O:'xviaA geve AR exira swiog o her
aatche!. loesipg it over her aboulder wiia
| & cextein small coquettishness and moy

him, son

Qs

1
1

[towarcs the coai. A8 & ast 8o
iEe iufant Filzee Irem \he
eale vantlage ot the porch wi
12 Bad Hogered wsp enddenly impelle

rownirg sacudl A3 i¥ siraca

ur.picsl Ides, bul spns
bimaell % Epace;
*Crethy AM'Kinthry ik
in3tantly vanished.
Pattirg these iocldents
| Ve maozier addressed b
task ol setiivg a few copies
| sext day as the woices of his
| fiack faded frem the |
gilecce fell apon
uee. Thioupgh tne open
tful bye=th stole guniiy = if
ire 34sin Siealth!
owe. A fquirrel boisis ax:
n, & few twitterice bi
¢d, beat the alr he
amoment with Lhoir wizgs, »
' wiith hesiiinlly prote
rzeingl tie apen GooT e
fur epcoiadle of thastlent ovoan
| the re was anolier movementof nirus«
| but thie Ume humss. eod 13e megl
| loo%ed ap azariiy to behoid Uscle Bon.
He entered with a glow, txas

cried

e |
Caer,

ae

JRlD T

} 8tep, Liticg hls ‘arge bonis v 4
| putlicg iiem dewn sgein B 3 i he

ourity inthe doer,
4 1lhe factthat

be meex smile 1t bad worn when
tered. It chapced ales that he bsd
before the minutc »tco! of the
Filgee end Eis lsrme  dzure
b tly ssaumed soch Brobdinegian
|."r('r}'-f:1"-IG.':r\' in com'ragl that he recame
| me embarrsszed then €3 Th
makter mado no attempt o rel
put regarded Rim with cold
tion.
| “Ireckored,! ke begen, lesninz
| hand cn the master’s desk with
| ease, 28 he dusted his leg with his 2at
| with tha other, 1 recRonsd—:that is—1
|silewed—1 or'er sav—that I'd iisd we
elope At tois time. Ya gin'nally are, ye
tmow., [1v'a a nice, saothin’, restfal,
| etredlons Yimr, when 8 mse ki, s0 1o
| spesk, Tun back on bis eddicstion sad
thirk of all he cver Eonowed. Ye,re jist
| like me, sed ye see [ sorier sootted your
Ways to onet.M
““Then why did ¥an come hera this
| morning =nd disturb the school?" de-
msnded the msster sharply.
“That's so, 1 sortecslipped up thar,
| didn’t 17" said Uscle Ben with s :mile of
| roefo! sssent. *You eee | didn’t aiiow
| to come in then, bul on'y to Bangz 'round
| 8 leetle and kinder get used 1o it and it
| to me."
#Used to whe! 7'’ said the master, im-
patiedtiy, elbalt with & alight sctieniog st
his introder’s penitent expression.
| Uncie Ben cid not reply immedistely,
| but Irgked round as i fora scat, tried
| ooe or two benches and a desk with hir
i large nsud a8 il testing their secarity wnd

fizally abandouing the !dea 12 danzeraus,
| seated hRimsell on the rzired platiorm

pesidz the msater’s chair, havy PTivi-
| auely dusted It with tke flap of &is hat.
| Fizdlpog, however, that tae attiinde was
1 oot ecpcucive to « spisnslion, he present-

ly rcse ezein and picking up cnecf tho

e
r
inlerroga-

it uoekiilfclly upside down, mod tico

| said hesitetingly:

. '®Ireckcn ve ain't n=ir’ Dobeli's "Rith-
metick here?™ ®

| **No," sald thz master.

| "Thatls dad, .*Pears 1o he plased ont

| pezeplgstion brcke cut b s wild epi. {—hat Dobell feller. - 1 was breoght up |
i

lion “Dobell. Acd Parsing’s Grammar?
Ye don’t cecta to he s usivg Parsing’s
Grsmmar eltber?"

| “No,’” sald the master, relentiog siiil
more s¢ he glanced at Uncle Ben's per-
plexed face with & faint smile.

“"And I reckon youwld be eaving the
same of Jones' 'sironomy and elgebry?
Things bev chapged. You've gotsll the
pew elyle bere,”” he continwed with
effected carelesspess, bu: studionsly
avoiding the master’s eye. ‘‘Fora map
€z wos brovght up on Parsings, Dobell
and Jones thar don’t appesrto be much
show nowadays.””

The master did mot reply. Observing

second gisece atthe signiiicant |

oo Uncle Ben's face he best hle ows
| exavely over his hooka, The act apnear:

| *0 relicve dis companiop, who with Lis|

| cves
| ®ent on,

"'Ef yoo'ld hed them books—shich vou
{ haven’:—I had it i3 my mind to aek jou
| etthen’.
| reviewing my edd':
| Gves the ol boczs

oir—jls:

wnd I paying
"nEixt rlyon
paatime, ek VY

1dderly sz ca:
o the windaw.

I'h

to the schoel-
Fotnizk it

|
uE
meatdr cheerfy
Uttle d:er ;

hich bad sudde
fal

v apen
& cxceaaivaly
bl v -

y cony L
» 0is pep cerejess
Toe ia7eg hend the
Lt OEiy tremble
=3ch I3tal hopgles r
DARter was faln to walk 19
eud rnbserse the birds sl4n.
HThd're mighiy he
reid Urcele Beo, Iasioa ¢
srapul o8 exaciitade
tgazirg st his finps

¥
| &

L

s

rthirg, dothes 227

There was agother pagep 8
Fuddenty turged from iha wind
tell you what, Usncle B2n,* he ssid with
prowipt declsion sad poshek=v pravity,
“‘iie only thing fox you to do f3 io jast
throw over Dobell aad Parsons and Joves
aud the ol quill pen (Lwi I see you're sc-

satomed te, xud start in fresh es it you'a: UKC the scund of alighiing kizds, sod o

never inowp
Enow.

them, Forget'em all, you
I+ will be mlznty kard, ¢f course,

to do that,' ha eontinned, looking out of | trendled Iresaness of her crce

e window, “but yoo mast do it
II- turned back, the brigh*ness tnat

irsgelizured Uncle Ben's face st tpat |her developed [Oguis
went brooght & allght molsture inty | €repery of gerfel!l skifla 538 senmed a
The humble secker of | WOMWAL:
thal he would

o

| £13 o¥n
knowtsd zo said hurriediy
JIREW

‘Anu begin agein at the beginring,”

25€3,

coutinued the muster cheerfotly. “Ex
scily Jike cne ¢f those—in [act, 38 if you
fesily were a child epain

‘“Thei's ee,” rafid Uscle Ben, rohiog

I .
! turned towsrds ibe window |fop!

miner, | <ivaral shades of color chase each cther | that he overheard tragmants of his open-,

ly dlsparsging comments npon bis wor-
ehippers,

“There!” to Ciazinds
And dor't von,"" to O

Jopes, “don't
iz Dean,

‘2o on hreaibing over oy Dead [lxe thet.

[ 5ad aa {dea of—sf—aort of | 121 1t In my Deir.
tico.  Kinder goipg | 8iwsrs sroopin' snd sacodgin’.
to paszs tha | §€5, von wsa! to Emow why I'we got

¥ou Spow—jsat for alacjsctive. "*No, they ain't pretty.

1
Agthe masier smiligz!y rajsed hls head | And WEaL'S curicue!
s stiousiy |
- +JOUSLT

'3 cuttoere §9mishey |

gor: o' | = tinen
| fa:

iy nDapds delizhiediv, 'that's me!
Way, that's jest whet 1 was sajin’ to|
Hrou—*

“Then you've already ecen talk
aboul | 2" mtercepted the master in same

surpnse.'’ Y[ thought yoo wanted it
ROepL seoret ¥

1'Weli; yes,"* responded Unole Ba
blousiy, "“Bat yua see @ eeors

with Honn Fligee thas
|to my ideasend didn't
#ivt olm two bita* everz retd
kvm beroand help me of nwn IO
whin yom wai8 away and Rinder atend

the schonl-house,
2p the fellowa «
siarp for & boy, 3
msster reflectid o
canciaded that Uucle Bon was pro :

apert Fllgos, who was s nan/-
oy f fonricea, wea gls

suaracter

yog kvaw, =0
Ang Rion's

Exow !

moment s

i
-]

. Yo
2 Yo
L femper

yculd not joier
ocl honra

yag

T4

O ¥ twice ;o

Lecle Ben's
ciouded, %1t
Bem Kirt 0
suld hesitadizely. YYou-see thar's th

Id<= ¢! ike shicol house, ye rnow, snd the

rezifuiress snd the guiet, apd -en’al air
7 7. Andthe boys argand town ez
wonids nk nothin' o' tzepsec’ iato

Wy o35 ¥y Epgited wat I wss
to ther, would uever (ream o’
ms nere

1
bhunting

" sxid the master, *iet iy
(Yoserving : Eine
parion seemmsd 1o be strugal'ne with sz
‘narticuiaw gestitude and apparently in-
s boskekln parse In his pocket
1 quietly, 'l =et yon s fow
» commence with," sod bezan to
8 few aufinlabcd examnies of
Johipy  Fligee's  scholastic
cchlcvements

“Afne T thaokicg you, Mr. Fazd,”
Uacie Ben taintiy,
sigoily, yoo know;
“L._:!

M:. Ford toraced
ously cfered kla Sexnd 1o hls companion
in guch & manncr that Se was ohlized to

| withdraw his own from &ls pocks: te
evssp it in return. “You're very wel-
come," esid fhe master, “sndsslcan
| oely permit thiz scrt of itaing gratult-
| puely, vou'd betier not let me know that
| you propoee glving svythicg even to
Rupers.” He sbook Uccle Ben's per-
| plexed hard egain, briefiy explained what
he had to do, and ssying that be would
now leayve him sions a few minutes, he

he here then

enid

what you consider a

tock bis bat snd walked towards the!

door.

“Thea you reckon,” ea’d Uscie Bep|
| slowly, regarding the worz hefore him, |

‘:hat 1'd just better chuck them Dobel)
T8 overocarc "
I certaiply sbonid," responded the
master with Inflaitle gravity.
“*And eorter wal'z In freeh ke cne 'o
them childzen 2
tLise achile," nodded the mester ss
| he left tis polch.

A few moments later s& he was flnish
ing hia cigar in the clestirg ke prused G
giarce In at the ichoolroom window
Uecle Bez, siripped of Dis coat and walst
cos', with pis soirt slecves rolled upon
his powerfol sarmes, hsd evidently cast Da
ball azd =1l misiexding extranecus ald
seide, asd With the perspiratinn slapding
| out on his {oolich forehesd, asad his per-
plexed fecs closeto tha master's desk waz
p=iciuily gropiog along towards tha Hehs
in the toticrioz mnd devious tracks of
Master Jobenie Fiigee, ke a very chila,

fndecn:
CHAPTIER II.

| As the children were slowly straggling
| #0 ikeir places the next morping the
| master waited for an ¢pportumity to
spcak to Raoperi. That beautiful but
sgarcely amiable youth, was as usual, sur-
rournded and impeded by & group of his
small female admirers, for whom, it isbut
iuost to add, be had & suprems contempt.
Porsibly it was this healthy qnality thst
inclined the master towards olm, and it
was consequently with some satis’action

*Iwo blis, i, ¢, swenty- five cents,

et you’ll jost kinder |

imid-ile sged wite ol the proprietar i
| Iudian Spring hotzl, looked upos her as & | Disckemii

‘her ridiculons love expericncas super- |

: | 2ur 2
quickly and dexter-| 2208 i

It there’s soythice [ nate it's haviog =
girl breathicg round me. Yes, you were!
And you toc—you're
Oh,

took snd  azother
uriosity. Well, what

That's
; ¢li wem ziria think ahou'—w®uoal’a orette
Qait now! Cime!
Jou't ye see tescherivofin® at you. Al

son sshamed!"
12 canght the

s heckoiiny eve
arid came forwerd, slightiv aba t, With
of irrilaiion etlii on his bandesome
and curls htl

ey
g siing roand
iy ll5e 8 crest on Gis

aer

LeT, 1azin:

hours,'"sald 1the

Toe hoy’s dars eyes sparkle?
1t would te aliths ssme L0 you,
added earue + Yiyon might sor
nt in &eor 3 I was o be gept (o,
13as warid | heedly Ao,
mECh

Wow:s of 1WO
ety allowed
* to divalve mpon Ra
this the master o

well,”! and good neinredi

i-mem-
Ounly Say:

digmiss

it

«p !'tae punil to his sear and the subjact from
Tae lIssi !sgeard Lad jost!

n's mied

gipred fo, the mssler Bbel glacesd
CVEr the.occupied benches wi bis hesnd
upon his warniog bell, when tacre w
quick etep on thagravel, e 23iler G

vacg woman lightiy eaterad.

In the roorded, untooched and um-
kand chin
ard the forward droop ot e I
feck, ahe aoncaret 8 gir! of 8
Aol iGe

In ber combipsiion of nxlve
reckivesness and perfect urndersianding
of tes persor, sie was hoth. In apl
few =cioco! boozs that jauntily
from s strap in aer glioved
o0 resembiance 0 s pupil; {n ber
gotte d musiin with bows of
oo the skirt aud coreage,
at< & closter o f reses in her Dels
spaistent aund
383 a [as!
3 she dry
forg ‘Bem, Ye
i re mingideo ¢
¢ aplombr

L aown the o
il =onde

SHT0E
haxnd, sie bore |
64,7

e =
1R 8eiry

' Tty » -
Boo tuat you mighil e

smuzed, fdas!

coming bmck to achool sgain,” he hezan.
“Bu: I suppose they hava decided upon
your return?''

An areasy suspicior of soma arrangs-
ment with har former lover had prompted
tie emphasis,

The yourg girl looked at him with Jan-
guid astopishment. *I reckon paw and
maw sin't no cbj:ctlon,” she sald with
the same <asy lgvoring of parenis!au-
iderity thet chayseter'zzd Raopert Figee
t2e day Sofore, aod which geemed to be =
Iocal peculiarlty. "Maw di1 cf®r %o
come 7eratdsee vor, but I told her sha
peedn't bother. !

She rested hur two hauds behind
| ber on the ecwecf & deek, snd loaped
| againss 15, locking down upon thet
of (ber smert Lttle shoe which waa
describing a emall geml.cirele beyond tas
hem of bher gown. Her which
w23 st celant, half indolent, broneat
cot tke pretty cury 8 of her waist aod
ebonllers The
becsme 3 el more andters,

ey 1

]

a¢

SELCECIC

net much!
he had jast

iure on La

0 thst I
floor o

"hio I po now?”
> 13

z0ks poae oa the oD
¢d an ivatent.

21 she assed with -

Dean, $A1-l2d by ronnd ina wid wsliz
end Dore er sway; eppesrisg & moment
eller on tha piszzround demuraly walkicg
wilh her arm sroand her companion's
walst In an osluniziiond confiience at
ornce lofiy, exclusive and exasperat ng 1o
the emalles calidren,

Whon schocl was Clamissed that afier
noon znd the master had remaiaed to
show ! st Filg e now to prepare Us
cle B=u's tasxs, aud had given blas floal
icrlruciona to fis youthiul vice-gerent,
that irapcible Adesis uvubarinengd him-
scil quernicusly—

2

|

}

|

|

|

| wis Qreszy McKinetry comin' s3'iarn,”
" Me. Forc2?

| “'Sheis," caid tbe msster darily. Atler
.l

}

& ranss he gsked, *Hhy??

Hapiri's caris hed descended con his
( eyiorewa o heavy diecoatsnt i 4

od
in g millinee?s ¢
aldnt 3

vinratl fis
nls trogscers with

| wWorss e

jcout ya thal now e&p

3811 4= "sa'.::[ reared o rega mere  taet  gnd

Aelicacy then s¢umod conslatant with Lis

tlieat class was oaliad. Latsr, when I W%, 535 he wae obllged o conless to

iy brought hlin'to aer :ide, e wss sy Bmzpecied that

gbe wes evidently | Leimporary

§ constouiive les-| jouog man
poLs: o il Ehe Were soroneiy wacenscions | briopirg bim
¢! azy doubl ¢ T ary, snd as | Ee dally dresms.
1 anly ey | rd wza = youthfal pligeim

chalar, LUt he prac

cf I's permanency, 101t 5he

i

cyjpical
tad bestowed vtUsal care u;

21 performaces J1zele was, m
artajn defisnce fa [, =3 it s
oived t0 estop apy oGjzclica Lo
score o1 deficiencies. He
was nhilged, inself Setente 1o fake pa:-
ticolsrvote of 30me ricges she wore, aud a
large Dracelet ostentsiigusly glits
tered on Der while srm—whicd

8i-
ready nitracted tas atiention of ber com-
pasicns, end piciaopted She  sudille
comment [rom Jornoy Filgee that f{t
ws2 ‘‘truly goid ' Withant wmeeling
bereyea he coztented himself with s=-
vireyrestialning the glances of ths chll-
a that waadered In her direcilon.
Ste zad pever beep qaite popriar with

Nath
D8

A s
t=a

the schoal In her previoas roie of tiance, ]
jant only Octavia

Deeaand one ot two
older mirls sppreciated its myster
fascination, whiie the Deeullfal Rupert,
sccure in his avowed prediieciion for the
of the

precociona chit with mor2 thac usnsl pro
pensity to cbjacticnable “‘oreatning."
Neviridelesa the mister wa3 irrit=liogly
consclous ol ber poosepce—s presencs
wiich now had all she aosardity of

added toit. He tricd %o reason with
SQimaell that it was only a pheez of fron-
iter fife, which ougbt 1o hav: emussd
bim., Butit did =zo:t. "f'ne intrusion of

| \8l2 prepostrrons girl seemed to qlaar

rapge the discipiine cf his lite he well as
of bis echocl. Thag nomal vagza, far-cf
dreams in which he warz !o ihe habitof
iedulging during school houzs, dreams
thii were psrhaps auperinduced by the
remoieness of his reireat end a certain
ves fol sympathy in hiz litile anditors,
walch had mxde bhlip—the growa up
Greamer—acceptable to them in his gen
tic understanding of their peeds zod
Wweainesses—now seemed to have van-
ished forever.

At recess, Octavis Desn, who hed
drawn near Cressy and reached up to
placa Ber arm round the older girl's
waist, glanced a% her with a patronizing
smlle born of some rapid free-masorory,
and leughingly retired with the others.
The master el his dcsx and Cressy wio
had naitad la the alsle, were left alope.

“Ihave had no iztimation yet from

your father and mother that you were

Her |

il git hig fortuna in Csiifornta
su iy eqnipped that even ia the mat.
tor of kin wnd advisers he wes diflelent
oroenectlse fortume Bad elready
eded him in San Fraocisco, had sppar-
cotly not walled for him  In Sacoamento,
3 exned never $0° have been Bl
Neoverthelegz, waen
ht of the schogihanse
& cigar, put his bends fu his pockels
acd Elrade ea with the cheerfaizess of
toak youth to whics sil shings are possi-
ble.

Tae childres had ziready disperssd as
mysteriously =ng completely as they had

he

e 1
he 1t

sztived, Between bim snd uhe stragelicg
damies of Indisc Spring the .apdscape
seemedlo be withoat sonpd or motlag,
The weoded uplscd ¢r rifpe cn whica
"..‘:e echool-hicuse stood, half a miis
further on began to elcpe gradusily to-

| werds the river, on whose bsepks seen
from that distauce, the town appesred to
bsve heen scattered irregulariy or W2I0WD

lous | tegathiar hastily, x2 if castasncre bysome PO 3dade o cussedpess

| overflzw—the Cosmopolitan hotel drilticg
| into 1he Baptlss church and drsgeing i
{18 tall of wreckags two szioops sod &
&'a shop; whila 1he conaly
| conrthonsa was stranded  in solitary
{ grandeur in a wsste of gravel bail s inke
| away. The Intervening ilst was still
| gaebed and forrowed Dy the remorseless
| enzines of earlies gold seekers.
Mz, Ford was (o littie sympathy wita
| this nrsoceessinl record of frontier en~
f desvour—'ne fortune he Dad sought did
| not geem Lo lie ia that direcllon—ang hls
| ey glanced qaickly beyond it te the ploe-
‘erested hills across the rivar, whose
| prlmeve-sccarity was 50 nearand yet so
| leviolable, or back sgaln 0 ihe trail he
wes parsuing alopg eie ridge. The lsticr
prospect still relsined N3 zeml-savags
characior in eplte of the oceasions!
suburbea cottages of  rcsidents, and
the ifew cullying farms or ranches
of ihs locallty. The proaonds of the
coltages werz yel unciesred of ander.
brush; bear a2d catamouncrt still prowied
sround the rule fences off the ranchas;
the late eileged experiened o! the Infant
Filgee was by no mezna !mprobable or
unprecadented,

A light breezs was seeking the heated
fist and river, and thrilling the leaves
sround bim with 1he strong vitality of the
forest. The vibrating cross lights and
tremulous chequers of shads cast by the
stirred foliage scemed to weave a fanias-
tic net arcund him as he walked. The
quaint odors of certsin woodland herbs

t am 1o auderatand that txlsis
| & permanenl thize 2" ba seked coldly.
f '-}'-';.*.. 3 8oar?" enld Cressy intezroge-th

¢ | arm ste bed evidentiy fust 1

|
]
- | m3 former path.  For some
|
]
|
]

8!

! known to bis scholsrs,snd rellgionsly kept
in thelr deske, or left itke volive cff 23
an the thresheld of the echooliouwse, re-
cslled sll the primitive simplicity and de-
liclous wildnsas of the lisile temple he
bad left. Even in the misebhicvous
glances of evasive squirrels and 1he wolss
e5es of conlemplative rabbits there were
faiat suggestions of scme cof hizcown
iruants. The woods werstremblios wita
genils mwemorles of the indepsnidzcce he
nadl alweys gaown hers—of inat sweet
and ;éra'n—; reircat—noow so ridicuousiy in-
vaded,

He bagan to hesiiata, wilk orne of thods

révulsions of senlimest characleristic of
bi5 ustare: Why shonld be bothar him-
=il abomt  this givl aiier sli? Wiy
Eol meke up his mivd o accepe
fer 8 s predecessor ind dope?

F5¥ wes ft necessary for Mm 1o ind her

| Inconsistanl with bisideas of duty o kis
1le dock snd bis missiop to them? Was

| 2 0ot sssumieg & sense of deccrom ihat
W82 Open 10 sornt Tha ab=
| surdity cf

hee

sRCTIon. 23 Imep

McHinsiry's #
Airesay dlecernible
inz ol the woods, oo
| Be had hated. As he gpaols
mt'on the protty daure and orf
¢f Cresav McKinstry fenly
t from s more secladed sl 1o
24 bis owo &t an ecate i
ehead ¢f him. She

Was ALCompsnied by =

-
-

aer walss, He was =10
Icst vantage; phe was 24
himwihe certaln

vty
'.l. ]

S oemEguie (ol
fizure of her conipsuion g1 104

2 Y

dce thal It was zod
rothed, Seth Davis.
A maperior smile croased
.onzsr heeltated, oot at

and der companion moved on qaic
fors B
fen

¢ him. Then on :caching
c2 they tarzed alrnoily Lo ioe gy,
waore 108Y for &n instantin the Intervenine
thlcke!l, ard the nex' momsnt Cressy st
peared alone, crossipg the mesdow ioa
alorier cut towsrda the house, having
elthor #caled the fence or slippsd thronzd
seme famillar gap. Her companion had
ppesred. Whether they bsd nciiceq
a: they wern obszrved he conld not de-
fermive. Ho kepr stesdly alonz 1hs
trail that follvwed the line of fepce %o the
Iane thal led directlv to ths fsrm build-
fog, and poaked cpen the front gate aa
Cresgy's lght dregs vanisbed round an
angzle st the rear of the bonsa.

The house of the McKiustrsa rose, or
rather siretched, itself before him, in ail
tha lezy ungsiniivess of southwasiern
mrchitcciure. A collection of tempesary
mazg-ehil's of boards, of lozs, of car-
prematurely decsyad, auc in 4oma
ZRISECED sbandoned for & rewer eraction,

Qr cegradad o mere onthonses, it uTe.
sentad with sicgalar fraokepess 00 no-
medic end tentative d:sposition ot its
for 11 28 been repalred withouat

\ L

¥

g impraved; lta ad4itions »
| uniy to extend i5s primitive ug
8 ATE:YT Speee. IS roofR WE
saloglad or pedeiy boarded &
| anc the rafiers of some of
tn's" werg gimply covered

canyasg, As it to setlls
sihility of 8 Delercgeceons

e
24 Ower

L Tonzhly

Hoaik g
enter. The McKopa
iong Leen AR eve-sore o tho
thet morning he

ST EALT
kad beon miutely
oticn ¢f thas
< Uati=rty
S Wil & Tee
! ariosity that he 3ad ast
«r flatter back ;1o it sosin.

AeEn

A seilcw dog who bad obecived him
| hesitatioz in doubt whore he soculde

ior, wére yawned, rose from
Lgnht whare asd Dbeen biipk
proeched tha mesler with I
litcaesr, and then turned
irnn Duldieg a5 if showing bim the wey.
Alr. Fort tollowed kim  cautionsly
Iy cooecinus thet RBla &3
i lutroduecer was culy svaill
A7 opportuzity of galc: i
ii¢ house, and was laadiop oim
sgpensible accomiilice to prodabls ex-
ofure and dlsgrece. HIs expectatlicns
@

bs

qaickly reaifzed. A ixzy, gueraious
MIBing outery, with the words, “Yer's
ast darned hourd sgzin,’ caca from an

.
[ 414

fall - L

i

acjscent room, and Eis expased
sbsalied companien ewlllly =
p3et oim [nto the roac ogala. !
found Bimseil slope in 1
cished sittlom room s
cpen door lesdioe to spotker a
at which the flzure of a WwWoman,

pre-
ceded hastily by s throwa dishclotn, had

just appeared. It was DMra McKiostry;
[ ner aiesvis wererolled mp over ber red
hut atil atispely armes, and z=»
ttera wiping ihem b fer ap:
clhows advanced, and har
rajzeq sitarosioly in the sir, thors
old pugillstic =nrzesticn in
I+ was not lersened on hor =
covery of the master by ber retreatipg
| beckwards with ber hande up sod ner eis
{ hawa stlll well forward es If wartly re-
| & loz 16 an imsginary “corner.”
| M. Ford st once tactfully atepped back
| from the doorway. *'I beg your pacdion,™
| e said, deicately mddrensing toa
| site wall, *out I fouad the door onen
I hllowed the dep.”
I “Thst’'s jast ore of his pizencos
iricka," responded HMra. MzXins.ry dale-
| iully from within., *Qa’y lidl wesk he
8t in a Chinsmsn, snd in %he nat’ral
{ hustlin’ that follered he manazed 1o help
| almeelf outer the pork bar’l. There sin's
that or'oary

rdiden dis.

In-.l

hound mim't wp 1.  Yet notwita-
i 3tandirg this  ominocns  compari-
son she  presenily raade her

ApDearapce with hersleeves torned dowr,
ter black woolen dress *(Uidied," and a
fmile of fatigned but =0t uskinaly wels
come end protection en her fzce. Dua:-
ing = chair with her apron apd placing i3
before the master, cha coatinned mater-
oelly: *Now thal you'ra bLere, sei ye
rizat down snd ma%e yourself s1 hoine.
My men [JlEs areell out o' door, but
some of em’z sure to happeon la so0m for
eathin'; hat day 2%t yet creatsd that
they don’i come Runtis’ vy Mamm» Me-
Kinstzry every flve minules for ials wning
or thaw"

The glow o! s cerialn hard pride barned
thrcegh the carewors langucr of her
brown chees, What she had s2id was
siraogely ttuz. This raw-Donsd woman
bitore him, zithough scarcely miidle.
aged had for years cecupled a esif-im-
poeed msternal and protecting relatiosz,
not anly to her husbhand apd brothery, but
to the three or four men, who as partzers
or hired hande, lived at the ranch. An
inherited end traived sympathy with
what she calied her Ypoys'\ amd her
“men folk," and thelr needs had partly
ungexed her. Shewasa [airtype of a
clsgs not uncommon or the soathwestern
frontier; women Who were ruder help-
meeta of their rude husbhands and
brothers, whto had shared thelr
privatiors  and suffarings with

L Geawinued on Third Page,




